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soldier, a system designed solely to give him more patronage; selecting all the officers, not only without reference to any judgment as to their military ability, but in the teeth of the advice of his able Commander-in-chief. We shall see this system pursued into every section of military command, whether organisation, discipline, or fortification. We shall see what, alack! in such a case always happens, that he found among soldiers what he calls " cordial friends," that is to say, men who were ready to cry "ditto" to whatever he might say. Everywhere these were the incompetents or the self-seekers and the place-hunters. We shall see in consequence every scheme that he devises breaking down, by his own admission, in his hands. We shall see the very Corsican regiment for which he had selected the commander, and for the whole organisation of which he was solely responsible, becoming for him a cause of exaggerated panic because of its indiscipline, and because of this his selected commanding officer who in his own belief was plotting against him. We shall see all principles of military discipline upset by him, and terror in his own mind the only determining cause of action. We shall see him amidst the applause of flatterers talking drivelling nonsense about the defence of the island, and offended because Moore, with complete military knowledge, submits to him what every soldier here or on the Continent will recognise as the clearest common-sense and right judgment.
Is it wonderful that under these circumstances Sir Gilbert should have found it easier to get on with the navy than with the army ? Even he recognised that he was not competent to command Lord Hood's fleet or Nelson's ship. Would he have found his relations
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